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Northern capitalist class aimed steadily at being
non-sectional, and it made free use of the word
national. We must not forget, however, that all
sorts of people talked of national institutions,, and
that the term, until we look closely into the mind
of the person using it, signifies nothing. Because
the Northern capitalist repudiated the idea of
sectionalism, it does not follow that he set up any
other in its place. Instead of accomplishing any-
thing so positive*, lie remained for the most part a
negative quantity.
Living usually somewhere between Maine and
Ohio, he made it his chief purpose to regulate the
outflow of manufactures from that industrial re-
gion and the inflow of agricultural produce. The
movement of the latter eastward and northward,
and the former westward and southward, repre-
sents roughly but graphically the movement of the
business of that time. The Easterner lived in fear
of losing the money which was owed him in the
South. As the political and economic conditions
of the day made unlikely any serious clash of
interest between the East and the West, he had
little solicitude about, his accounts beyond the
Alleghanies. But a, gradually developing hostility
between North and South was accompanied by a